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CEC adopted new commercial PV requirements in Aug 2021
 Go into effect Jan 2023
 PV requirements apply based on climate zone, commercial building type, 

and floor area
 With certain exceptions.

Will reintroduce Additional Achievable PV (AAPV) to PV forecast.
 Last used AAPV in 2019 PV forecast to account for residential PV 

requirements

CEC’s commercial sector predictive model does not differentiate PV 
adoption between new and existing buildings.
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Method to account for commercial PV requirements

STEP 1 – Run predictive commercial model
 Using CEC’s commercial floorspace forecast

STEP 2 – Run predictive commercial model w/ modified floorspace forecast
 Remove floorspace additions affected by new PV requirements

STEP 3 – Estimate PV Adoption in new commercial buildings (floorspace) based on 
new PV requirements

STEP 4 – Calculate AAPV:
[(Step 2 + Step 3) – Step 1] = AAPV

How do we calculate Step 3?
 Start with calculating commercial floorspace additions affected by new PV 

requirements
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Exceptions: PV not required when:
1. SARA < 3% of CFA
2. SARA < 80 contiguous sq ft
3. Exceeds snow loads
4. Required PV size < 4 kWdc

5. For multi-tenant buildings where 
LSE / Utility does not offer VNEM 
or community solar option.

PV Req. for Commercial Buildings

PV requirement 
based on floor area

PV requirement 
based on roof area
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Methodology
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